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Homophobia and HIV
by avert: averting HIV and AIDS

Information about MSM currently living with HIV and the links between 
MSM and spreading HIV/AIDS, the international discrimination against 
LGBT and what can be done to tackle homophobia.

Recognizing and addressing homophobia on a global level and 
achieving equal rights for LGBT people is a vital step in stopping 
the spread of HIV/AIDS.

17% 75 53%
13

Nearly half of those living with 
HIV were not on antiretroviral 
treatment, compared to only 
17% of older MSM. 

A 2012 survey in the UK 
found that 53% of young 
LGBT people have no 
access to any information 
about LGBT issues at 
school.

75 countries around the 
world maintain laws where 
homosexuality is illegal.

Homosexual acts are punishable 
by death in 13 states (or parts of) 
including Sudan, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Nigeria and Somalia.
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Fast-tracking the End of the AIDS Epidemic for Women 
by UNWomen / Latest News in What We Do: HIV and AIDS

Article discussing a 2015 conference centered around ending AIDS by 
2030, the correlation between violence and discrimination against 
women and how adressing these issues can reduce HIV in women. 
Areas of passage give information / facts about women living with HIV.

Promoting women’s empowerment, ending the toleration of violating 
womens human rights, and protecting and educating younger women in 
parts of the world where violence against women is especially high will 
reduce HIV among women.
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15-44 25% 30%HIV is the leading cause of 
death among women between 
the ages of 15-44 years 

Adolescent girls and young 
women account for one in four 
new HIV infections in sub-
Saharan Africa 

Globally, only 3 in every 10 
adolescent girls and young 
women aged 15-24 years have 
comprehensive and accurate 
knowledge about HIV.
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Our Stores: Personal Testimonies
by Harm Reduction Coalition

“Experimental health initiatives to deal with addiction”, stories about 
recovery and prevention of the spread of diseases from those being 
helped through the Harm Reduction Coalition. 

Illicit and illegal drug use is a large factor in the spread of diseases such 
as HIV/AIDs, and promoting safer drug use can be more beneficial in 
stopping the spread and aiding people in recovery than punishment
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“I used “old” and “borrowed” works all 
the time, its amazing that I am not HIV 
positive considering that I live in the City 
with the worst AIDS rates in the USA. 
(Washington DC) Safe, affordable, low 
barrier/no barrier access to needles, and 
treatment would save lives, and money.”

“I worked as a nurse practitioner clinician at 
Oakland’s Casa Segura needle exchange... 
I cannot imagine a more effective and cost 
effective model of both prevention and 
extension of health care services to this 
population”

user volunteer
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Substance Abuse and HIV / AIDS:  The Correlation, Risks and Causes
by American Addiction Centers

Educational information about HIV/AIDs, other health risks involved with 
being positive, substance abuse indirectly and directly increasing the 
risk of HIV/AIDs and the negative impacts on recovery efforts drug and 
alcohol abuse has on positive HIV/AIDs patients.

The abuse of drugs and alcohol can not only lead to contracting HIV, 
but can make recovery efforts less effective or ineffective entirely.
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10% toxicity 2-4x10% or more of HIV cases
annually can be attributed to 
injection drugs... Injection 
drugs are the 2nd leading 
cause of HIV infection, 
preceded only by 
unprotected sex

Many drugs used to treat HIV, such 
as antiretroviral drugs, carry a risk of 
liver toxicity. Because treatment of 
HIV takes priority over many other 
medical issues, patients will often 
receive treatment even in the 
presence of prior liver damage.

Heavy drinkers are two to four 
times less likely to achieve a 
positive response while under-
going antiretrovial therapies.
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External links

Discrimination against racial and gender minority groups, 
LGBT communities, and lower-income societies that are more likely to 
turn to substance abuse leads to lack of education about contracting 
diseases such as HIV; therefore, prevention and education methods 
need to be aimed at tackling these violations of human rights on a 
global level in order for the spread of HIV to be reduced and 
eventuallystopped altogether.

http://www.avert.org/professionals/hiv-social-issues/homophobia

http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/hiv-and-aids

http://harmreduction.org/issues/syringe-access/overview/our-stories-
personal-testimonies/

http://americanaddictioncenters.org/substance-abuse-hiv/
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