
   Each of these articles are about HIV or mention HIV in relation to another 
virus, such as Zika or AIDS, but they focus on different aspects of the dis-
ease. For instance, the thesis of the first article Why We Fight is “…nothing 
has changed to alter the perception that AIDS is not happening to the 
real people in this country.” The article – which is really an excerpt from a 
speech given in 1988 – goes on to say that AIDS is not seen as something 
that should be a concern because it is not happening to the people, “…in 
the United States, it’s happening to them…” Here, the word “them” means 
those people who are looked at as a stain on society. The thesis for the
second article Structural Intimacies: Sexual Stories in the Black AIDS
Epidemic is that there is a “…looming presence of racism in conditioning 
understandings and representations of same-sex sexuality among Black 
men.” The chapter talks about the movie Brokeback Mountain, and while 
the movie was widely accepted by many, it was also extremely hated
because of the lack of “family values,” along with threatening the sanctity 
of heterosexual relationships. But even though the movie was praised, if 
the story involved two African American men rather than two Caucasian 
men, the movie would have failed miserably. Homosexual African American 
men were seen as “villains” because they were on the “down low” and put 
women at risk for HIV, and that is what the chapter focused on the most. 
The thesis for Could Zika be the next HIV? is, “Now the world is facing a
virus [like HIV] that seems poised to make a similar leap: the Zika Virus.”
The reporter continues on with comparing how HIV began to spread rapidly 
through sexual intercourse and how Zika is doing the same, along with the 
fact that both viruses originated from Africa. An argument that is presented 
in the article is that people are not educated enough about the virus itself, 
as well as implying that they are not being educated enough about safe 
sex. Together, these articles clearly show that HIV, AIDS, and Zika are not 
being talked about enough within society, whether that is because of it not 
happening to the “important people” in this country, the fact that people 
living in poverty cannot get proper education about these diseases, or the 
apparent lack of sex education in American schools.
     Unfortunately, without some major political transformation, I do not see 
poverty disappearing at all, and I think that the creation of better sex
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education classes within the American schools is still very much out-of-
reach. I also cannot say that there will be a shift in the way that people 
view themselves and those that are different than them, being as though 
it seems to be engrained in most minds that people who are different – as 
in, they are weird, poor, a different skin color – are not good enough. There 
has always been an “us/them” society throughout history in almost every 
culture, so I can really only hope that maybe one day that will change. Even 
with the mindset that society has and has had for many years, that does not 
mean that people should be uneducated, especially when it leads to the 
spread of potentially deadly viruses that can be prevented. 
     There is an interesting website that I found that involves playing a “game” 
as if you are living paycheck-to-paycheck and what choices you would 
have to make to get through each month. It relates to this subject by
showing how people that live in poverty actually live their lives and their 
struggle. It also demonstrates that the decisions made by those who do 
not live in poverty – what groceries to buy, where to shop for clothes, or 
when to pay the bills – are hardly thought about and are easy to make.

http://playspent.org/html/SPENT


