
THEMES
Throughout Cheri’s interview she mentioned being the “black sheep” of the family 
and having unfair expectations put on her by her mother. 

 “Because of my rebellious attitude and things like that, my mother and I have 
 always been in conflict.  And the older I got, the worse it got.” 

 “I resented my mother because I was like – you didn’t make decisions for
 anybody else when they went to high school, everybody got to choose their
 own schools.  Why am I so different?  She was afraid what I was going to do if
 I went too far away from home; but I did it anyway, right under her nose.” 

 “I’ve already been contributing.  I have a lot of resentment towards my 
 mother because when both of my sisters were out of school and they got
 jobs, I understood the thing about contributing to the household, my sister
 paid the phone bill, my other sister she didn’t work so she was kind of like
 the maid of the house, she cooked, she did all the cleaning and all of that
 other stuff.  I understood that, but I’m still in school, I get an allowance from
 my father, and I have to pay for my brother to eat lunch at school.  I thought
 that was not fair at all.  And I was very angry about that.”

Cheri also talks about how hard she tried after she was done with school because 
she wanted to work and get money.

 “So I was supposed to be at work at 1 o’clock; I would show up at 12. I would
 show up at 11.  Then at 9, then at 8.  So, you know. And I would do the work,
 and I was good at it.”

Despite many of Cheri’s struggles with her husband and with different illnesses she 
always cared first and foremost about her kids when they were in her life.

 “No.  I’m focusing on them and him.  That’s it. That’s all it is. Just him and the
 kids.”

 “I’m like, ‘your kids are home; I have to take care of your kids.’”
 
 “That’s not fair considering I’ve wanted a child since I was 13 years old. 
 Considering I was taking care of everybody else’s kids. I took care of my
 nephew, my brother, my niece, was taking care of everybody else’s kid, you
 know my mother’s way of trying to keep me from having a kid.”
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
IDENTIFIERS

PERSONAL
IDENTIFIERS

“When I got to high school…my thoughts, I hated high school.  And it started with the 
fact that I hated the school that I went to, I did not want to go to that school.”
“We were in a middle class neighborhood.  We lived in the projects.”
“I lived in Linden Houses.  We were like a family.”
“I was raised a Jehovah’s Witness, so things were kind of strict in my house but I was 
the rebel.” (laughter)
“I also went into the WITS Program in 1994 because the clinic that I was going to 
referred me to the WITS Program, and that’s when I met my buddy [T].”

“No, I’m not.  I consider myself to be African-American.  I got some other things 
mixed up in there but I am African-American.”
“That’s a strange story how I lost my virginity, I was 22 years old when I lost my 
virginity.”
“The thing is, I was kind of like the tomboy of the group because of the fact that I 
watched all sports.  I could sit with the fellas and talk sports all day long and every-
body’s like – oh my goodness.”
“I don’t like taking medication.”
“It means that I didn’t do things like they did things, I didn’t do things the way we 
were raised to do things.”

TIME
Born January 12, 1971
“Yes I did.  I got my GED that very year.  I left school, took some courses during the 
summer and got my GED in 1988.” ... “And then that next year I got a job. Yeah that 
next year, I got a job.”
“This is 1994, 1994. Yeah January of ‘94.  I met him the day after the Super Bowl of 
‘94.  January of ’94. I said okay fine, he could stay. “
“I found out I was pregnant in August of ’94.”
“My life changed drastically in 1994.”



LOCATION
“I was born at Union Hospital in Brooklyn, I’ve lived in Brooklyn pretty much my 
whole life.” 
“My father lived in Crown Heights, so I was able to see him any time I wanted to, 
I could call him up – daddy, I need to see you – and he would come get me after 
work or he would tell me how to take the train.”
“And from there I got on the train because my husband was in Rikers Island; he’s 
still not my husband yet, but he was on Rikers Island at the time.”
“Everybody thought I had left the neighborhood; I’m always in the neighborhood, 
but I went to work and came home.  I didn’t hang out with nobody or anything like 
that.  Because when I moved to where I was, it was like a whole new world for me, 
even though it was right across the street.”
“Brookdale is the worst!”


