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We are at SUNY Downstate, doing the first round of interviews for 
the I’m Still Surviving Brooklyn project.  It is Sunday June 12 at 10:30 
a.m.  Barbara is going to begin the interview of Gloria.  

Good morning Barbara.  

How you feeling honey? 

Good.  Thank God I’m feeling great and feeling strong this morning.  

I know we all still surviving.  I have questions.  Will you tell me about where you grew up?

I grew up in Brooklyn and it was called the Clinton Hill area near the Fort Greene 
projects.  I grew up there, it was so weird because I not only grew up there, I met 
a guy- in the future I met a man that I married that was from the same area.  

That’s my next question – what was your neighborhood like? 

It was a good neighborhood.  I used to go to the drugstore on the corner with 
five cents and I would buy me a soda or yell out the window – mom, send me 
five cents, I want to buy an ice cream.  Back in the days we used to skate with 
the bull skates.  It was a fun childhood, just kind of happy for a while. 

Next question, how did you grow up in your household, what was your family 
like, but you answered that.  How do you describe your childhood?

Not very good.  My mother only had two children, my brother and I, and my mother 
worked very hard.  She fell in love with a younger man, and this younger man had 
eyes for me.  There were times where he would try to rub his body on me and I would 
tell my mom, when I was doing dishes; she didn’t believe me.  I grew up with a lot 
of seeing him beat my mother, hit my mother to a pulp where the eyes would get so 
swollen and she couldn’t see the next day, she went blind for 24 hours.  And so I saw 
a lot of…it was happy when mom was around but in the evening time, especially on 
weekends, there was the fighting and the drinking and me hiding under the bed.  It was 
something that once in a while I endure, I pick it up and I think about it and I let it go. 

Yes, look at you now!  I know you work at Downstate, tell me a little bit about your 
education history, where and when did you go to school and what it was like? 

I went to junior high school 117 and I graduated, then Maxwell High.  There I didn’t like it 
very much, it was an all, all-girl school, all-girls school, and I was a little fast, I liked to be 
around the boys.  I finally graduated.  I did a little bit of college and that was about my 
education.  I did pretty well, I was a good student. There were times where I played hooky.  

What years?

In the ‘60s and ‘50s.  

My mom went to Maxwell in the ‘60s.  How did you contract HIV? 

Well, throughout the years I was always a stable, positive woman.  I never was aware, 
never went into any type of community, I was very naïve when it came to HIV and AIDS.  
I was married to a man that gave me three children and everything went well, but him 
and I were divorced; this is my first husband. Then I met this second man and this second 
man actually had the virus. A very good man, now don’t get me wrong.  He didn’t drink, 
he didn’t smoke, he was a hard-working guy.  But he was a single guy that lived with his 
parents and apparently he used to get sexual favors from women and in one of them 
favors that he got from somewhere out there, it gave him HIV and then I found out by 
getting sick and losing weight and constant diarrhea.  I went to get tested and that’s 
when I found out.  This was in 1989, so I’ve been positive going on almost 30 years.  
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What was it like, how did you feel when you got diagnosed? 

I felt pain. I felt betrayed, I wanted to actually kill him, which I tried. I changed 
my mind and I took a turn to the better and I started seeking help. There were no 
medications then. After a while there came a medicine by the name of Hivid, it was 
the very first one with AZT.  And so I took the initiative to take care of myself. 

But before I did that I went to crack.  I threw him out.  I went to crack, 
I went to heroin, I went to prostitution.  You name it; I did it all.  But 
I lifted myself up spiritually and I accepted the Lord in 1993.  

Later I’ll get to that.  Who have you disclosed to and 
who haven’t you told, why and why not?

I disclosed to my grandchildren in Georgia.  I disclosed to my daughters; I haven’t disclosed 
to my grandchildren here because they’re still young and they’re in college, one of them, 
and one is on the way to high school.  The other is graduating next week from junior 
high, so I don’t want their feelings mixed up right now, because they love their grandma! 

What did it feel like to tell folks?  How did they react, family, friends, and co-workers?

I didn’t tell my mother.  She took it to the—I let her-- She died, I didn’t tell my 
mother.  But it feels like a good load is off your body, it’s like an energy that just 
left you because being HIV positive it’s like you are living with dumbbells inside, 
and it’s weighing you.  You feel the weight.  When you let go and you feel the 
courage to disclose, you feel this weight off your feet and you feel light.  

When and how did you disclose to your children?  How did 
they feel about it and how have you dealt with it?

I’ve dealt with it pretty good, when I told my children I felt sorry for them 
instead of expecting them to feel sorry for me. But I felt bad for them that 
I had to tell them this bad news. They took it like troopers, because all 
my daughters are professional women, so they took it like troopers.  They 
gave me more love. And their husbands treated me well also. 

Were they grown, how old were they…?

My son that I lost in a tragic car accident, he knew, and he was about 14 when I 
told him.  And he wanted to kill my husband and he made threats.  But he went 
on…and then the Lord called him.  A car accident on his way to college.  

Very sorry…

Have you ever experienced a breech of confidentiality? 

Oh, no, never.  Never.  

How are you coping with HIV today?

I’m coping very well.  At this very moment what I do is I empower other women to 
stay on track in STAR Health Center. I’ve been with them since 1992 and I worked 
myself up getting knowledgeable with HIV and took trainings and so on, certificates 
throughout the years.  What I do now is I empower others, let them know that 
they’re not alone.  And I can share and I can relate because I’m walking their shoes.  

Next question – have you ever experienced stigma due to your 
status?  How about fears, how has that changed over time?
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I have never experienced stigma, thank God. Never. And I hope I never 
do.  I was in fear of doing the Hep C Magazine but I chose not to take that 
fear within and to let it go and I did it, and I’m going to continue doing 
it.  Because I stand as a role model, as a strong 67-year-old woman that 
not only got through that, but also hep C.  I’m here to help others.  

You don’t have to read the questions exactly…

You did mention earlier the name of your medication…tell me about your 
experience with HIV meds.  How did they make you feel and how do you get 
them, how do you manage your medication?  You did have mentioned about the 
medication when you first became HIV positive…Hivid.  I know back then…

And AZT.  AZT. AZT came along first and then came along the 
line the Hivid and then throughout the pipeline I experienced, 
in 30 years of being positive, many, many medications. 

How many regimens has you been on?

Now I’ve been on one for many years, but altogether I went through maybe 18 
throughout 30 years.  Only because I developed what they call lipodystrophy.  
Back then they didn’t have the studies that they have now.  One of the very first 
medications that I took, I was taking 10+ pills per day, which was called Viracept.  
And it would give a person chronic diarrhea; I couldn’t leave the house, I had to 
wait to use the bathroom first to be able to get dressed and go out, because I 
had a fear of using the bathroom.  Thank God I’ve never had drug resistance. 

So the medication that you’re on today, how is it working for you?

Wonderful!  I’ve been on this medication for a long time.  Doing very 
well.  And I also work with adherence, so that kind of you know…

What does that mean?

I learned.  The Adherence Department downstairs, it’s a team of people, myself 
and the coordinator, and we talk to people, we have pill boxes, pill bottles, and we 
teach people how the medication enters the brain, enters the cell, and we teach 
them about side-effects of medications.  Here’s one of my girls (Carmen) here.  

Tell me about some experiences with your healthcare.  

I love my doctor.  I’ve been with her since she’s been here, Dr. Yeager’s probably 
been with us now for 10 years.  But, I’ve had doctors that they leave, they leave…

Why?

Well, they move on to other things in life, like anything else.  And so we 
get emotional because you connect with this doctor and then this doctor 
leaves and this doctor knew you so well.  I love my doctor, she calls me at 
home.  Her and I are just like, you know, we have a good relationship.  

Can you tell a little bit about your experience with drugs?  What 
do you see as a connection to drugs and HIV? 

Well, drug use will lead to getting HIV if you don’t focus on protection.  Because a 
person that’s getting high on drugs, won’t think about – especially if she’s sleeping 
with someone that’s going to offer her drugs – she’s not going to think about using 
protection.  Because I contracted this from my husband, I wasn’t out there, but I was 
out there after, so who knows who I infected?  Who knows who I infected? Because 
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there were times when I would sleep with guys that gave me money and you know, 
I did favors and I didn’t think about protection, nor did I tell them I was positive.  

That’s really the reverse.  I was really interested when you said that.  It’s different 
because you turned to the life once you got diagnosed, it sent you…

Right, right.  

Okay.

I was angry, angry at putting my husband out, angry we couldn’t stay together, didn’t 
have the knowledge of let’s work together, let’s take medicines together, and we did 
for a while.  But I couldn’t see the betrayal, I could not deal with him not telling me. 

And where is he now?

Died.

When did he die?

About a month after I left him. About ’93.  

This next question is about incarceration.  Have you ever…?

Never. 

Give me a little opinion about people being incarcerated and HIV.  

Well, let me take that back. I was taken to a precinct and how do 
you call that, it’s not the jail, they hold you overnight?

Central booking. 

Yeah, I was taken there because I tried to kill my husband.  

Okay, wait a second (laughter).  You’re okay, it’s okay don’t worry about it…

I tried to kill him out of this thing I couldn’t control and they took me in, I 
saw a judge and I told him – I think I had a right to try to kill him.  And the 
judge said – what are you crazy, lady?  And I told him – he infected me with 
the HIV virus and I’m pissed off.  And he says – get her outta here.  

When was that? 

Back in ’93, back then.  

Sometimes drug use can cause us to lose a whole lot 
of life.  Have you ever been homeless?

Yes.  My house went into foreclosure.  The bank came around and 
told me – we have the keys.  And I was cooking on – 

Can you put HIV and homelessness somewhat together?  

I connect them all, I connect HIV to the drugs, I connect 
HIV to the homelessness, I connect it all.  

When did you lose your home?  

It went into foreclosure.  I stayed there for a while in ’93, before 
I came here.  I was cooking on the fireplace and I sent the kids 
to my mother.  And my mother took the children.  

How old were your kids then?  

They were young.  
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What are your support systems like – family, friends, co-workers?  What 
does the advocacy look like, and how has all this changed over time?  

I put my trust in God.  I found him and I’ve been serving God since 1993.  

What are your hobbies, what do you like to do, what brings you joy?

Helping others, empowering women, because you have to be careful what you ask 
for.  Because I asked God to use me as a tool and you don’t play with God and he 
did just that.  So I get adrenaline when someone comes to clinic and she has seven 
T-cells and she’s on drugs.  Those are the ones I love!  I just open these wings and 
I put them under my wings and I just seen one yesterday, I couldn’t believe it, she 
was like this, like a house!  And when I started with her she was like a rail.  She 
says – you did this to me!  This is why…we love each other, we kiss, we hug.  This is 
what I enjoy.  And I walk my dog, take her out for walks.  She’s a part of my life.  I 
love my dog GiGi.  She’s in the Hep C Magazine.  She’s the light in my eyes.  

I see you are a very proud person, I’m going to ask you the question anyway 
– what are you most proud of and what are your accomplishments?  

I’m proud of myself.  I really am.  

I’m proud of myself because I was offered programs, I was offered 
methadone, I was offered help, and yet I refused them all.  I stayed 
in a room for a week and I quit cold turkey, it was very hard but I did 
it.  Came out clean.  I seeked help after and I did it all on my own. 

This is a very important question…were you able to build 
intimacy in a relationship after your diagnosis?

I did that for a while when I went to the drugs, but then I stopped.  I’ve been 
celibate now more than…when I mentioned who knows who I infected.

The decision to be celibate, do you make that decision again 
and again, or is it just that that’s what you want?  

This is what I chose.   My husband died, I wasn’t going to find another 
man like him.  Maybe there is one out there but he was very good to 
me.  On top of being betrayed, I don’t think he did it intentionally, 
he did it out of fear.  I never decided to take another man.  

When I found out my diagnosis, I went to drugs, I went down mentally, I mentioned 
before – you name it, I did it.  But then after a while I caught myself and I stopped having 
sex with guys.  I stopped answering my phone, I just got up and I left and everything was 
over and I decided to turn my life around.  I decided also to be celibate, only because 
I don’t have time for rejection.  I don’t have time to explain to an individual – are you 
going to love me because I’m positive, are you not?  I don’t have time for that.  Right 
now I have so much joy in me that I feel happy within myself.  I don’t want to go through 
someone rejecting me; I don’t want to go through that.  So I decided to stay by myself 
and I’m happy, I’m serious.  I love being alone because I have no, I’m not confined to 
anything.  I love it.  I love my dog, I go out, I live across the street from Prospect Park, 
I work, very active you know?  Sex don’t phase me anymore, especially at this age.  

That was a lot! 

Yes.

That’s a big decision, but it’s one to make.  And not just let it happen to you.  
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The one who passed away from AIDS or HIV, can you tell me what happened? 

The very first one that passed with the virus, complications to the virus, 
was my brother, my only brother.  My mother had two children; this is 
why I never disclosed because my mother knew of my brother. 

When?

In ’97.

When was he diagnosed?

Oh wow, who knows?  My brother, he didn’t get a chance to medications.  
Yeah.  So he passed away and like I said, my mother only had two children 
and he had already told my mother and so I spoke to my doctor and out of 
loving her so much, because I was very close to my mother, my doctor says – a 
little white lie won’t hurt, don’t tell her.  She’s up in age, then she developed 
cancer, so she was going through her own medical things so I says no.  

It started with my brother, a lot of confusion, a lot of thoughts – am 
I going to look like that?  Am I going to die that way?  It went to 
a little while of I couldn’t let go of what I saw in the hospital bed.  
Along the time, the medicines came out and I had a grip on my life and I was 
gaining weight and looking good.  So I kind of took that thought away.  

Did he tell right away?

Yeah, he told my mother right away, in ’93. 

So he was diagnosed after you?  

No, he was diagnosed way, way before. 

He passed in ’93?

Right.  But he had it in the ‘80s.  He was a musician and he loved to 
fool around with women. And the girl that he was seeing called him 
over the phone and told him – you need to go see a doctor, [L].  I have 
AIDS.  Back in the day they used to call it ARC, GRID…names, yeah?  

Was he using also?

My brother was a cocaine user, he would snort, never inject.  

He was in Brooklyn too?

My brother, when he would get high, my brother would sleep with men and women.  My 
brother didn’t care.  My brother was sick.  He would have orgies and all kind of crazy stuff.

In New York, in the city or in Brooklyn?

He has music out, you can Google it, [band name redacted].  The musician.  

And did you guys ever talk about both being positive?  What was that like?

I think he told my mother about me.  But she never told me.  

What were your conversations like with one another about both being positive?  

Back in the days they used to call this the Monster.  And my brother told me – did 
you tell mom you have the Monster?  And I would tell him no, and I sure hope 
you don’t either!  And we would get into arguments. ‘Don’t you dare!’

Because he wanted you to tell her?
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Yeah.  

Why do you think he did?

I don’t know, but I didn’t think it was fair to her to go through that suffering.  

Were you ashamed or feel she might look at you differently?  Treat you differently?  

No, as a matter of fact I thought she knew because my mother was never a hugger, 
my mother was so busy working, coming home tired, my mother never hugged us. 
And after a certain age my mother started hugging me. So I had a feeling he told her. 
She started hugging me more and just whatever I wanted, whatever I’d see, she just…
she always did that as a child, she had always been a good mother, but there was 
extra little things that…maybe it was just because she knew it was just her and I.  

Can you tell me about the women at STAR who’s passed since you’ve--?

I’ve seen them come, I’ve seen them go throughout these years.  Friends, people I 
connected with, people I loved, they became sisters of mine; I don’t have any.  

When you became addicted, you lost your home you 
said.  What else did you have to leave behind?  

No one really.  My family’s always been there with me but my girls, they are aware.  When 
I came back to my family after my diagnosis, I left no one behind but my dead husband.  

What about your first husband, does he know? 

He’s here.

Does he know?  Have you disclosed?

Yes, his wife knows too, he remarried. 

So he’s father to your children?  

Yeah, and he knows. 

What are your goals, what do you think about your 
future and what do you want it to look like? 

Continue the work that I do.  I hope some day I can totally, totally come out in the media. 
But I have to feel comfortable. I’ve been offered. I started with the magazine just now, 
maybe some day…I still worry about – don’t get me wrong, I really don’t care who knows 
because nobody really pays my bills but me. But then again you do care because I’m a very 
friendly person. People say hello to my dog first, hi GiGi! And then they go – hi Gloria. 
I’ve been there 30 years in the building that I’m in, so my little fear is losing those smiles.  
Just losing those smiles from others. That’s my only fear. But someday I’m going to hit TV.

(laughter) I hope so.  

Oh I am. I am.

What are your most impactful health issues, and how do 
you manage your health as an HIV positive?

I manage it very well, I’m very adhered to my medications, I have never, never 
forgot a pill, I’ve never forgot throughout the years never, thank God. Never.  
Never had drug-resistance. And never been ill, never been hospitalized, I don’t 
smoke, I don’t drink. I live a very quiet righteous life, a healthy life. I take long 
walks through the park, take pictures of birds, I’m very active in the community.  
I take my medication faithfully. I’m very happy…and I’m hep C cured.  
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Your main priorities…

Yes, in terms of your health.  So like some people sometimes say HIV is 
just one thing of many.  And some people say HIV is everything.  

HIV is just one of little thing of many.  I don’t focus on it.  I take my medication 
like I’m taking for a headache.  It has become part of me, my medication.  So it’s 
a ritual that I have.  They’re next to my bedside, I take it in the morning and I 
take it in the evening.  But it’s a ritual because I take that bottle of medication 
to the kitchen with me so I could take the morning, then I take it back to the 
bedroom so I can take in the night.  So I would never find that pill bottle in 
the kitchen in the evening because it’s a ritual I do.  Where this has focused 
me on being adhered to my medications.  This is how I help others also.

You spoke earlier about your higher power… Your faith and your 
connection, what does it mean to you, your spirituality.

I will answer that but before I do that, getting back to the pills, I show the clients how 
to leave, you know the pill has seven days, how to take that one day first, leave it open. 
So this one you get to the second day, you’ll notice it’s closed; you leave it open. So as 
you go along to the seventh day, they should all be open meaning you took them all. 

Getting back to my spirituality, there’s a God up there, and we cannot see him 
but we can feel him through the wind, we can see him through the birds, we 
can see him through winter, summer, and fall.  And so I asked him to please 
take away the taste, it you’re there, take away that taste, whatever I have 
that’s not good.  And I don’t go to church every Sunday, I do not want to be a 
hypocrite.  There are times where I’ll play a lotto, there are times where I’ll play 
a scratch-off, but my belief is very strong in the God.  I don’t have a religion.   

What do you think your life would be like if you were HIV negative?  

The same as now.  Strong, positive, helping others.

Thank you. 

You’re welcome.  Anytime Barbara. 

Any other questions Barbara that you want to ask that weren’t here, because you did a 
great job but I know there are other questions you might have, you can certainly ask her.  

A long time ago you told me how to do that pill bottle, because I always did it with 
a bottle of water in the bathroom.  And I know that if I finish that bottle of water 
in the bathroom, that I took that medication.  I never thought…because sometime 
I get up and look – my bottle of water’s not there,  Not thinking because I have 
thing of drinking a lot of water before I get to the shower, it lowers your pressure 
of something like that, or get in the water, you drink water, or something like that.  
And I had already taken the pill at 7 o’clock but I wanted to take the bottle out 
and put it in a little bag or something.  So now I’m moving around to go in there – I 
didn’t take my doggone pill!  I’m going to get the bottle of water, then I set up and 
take the whole thing over again, you understand me?  And then I feel kind of weird 
because I took pressure pills twice, so that’s water pills.  My pressure’s low now!  

Good, wonderful. 

No it’s low because I took blood pressure pills twice.  Because I always put my bottle 
of water in there and I’ll take the pill with the water I have, do it for my shower and 
stuff, but just that fast I’m running around, doing this here, the shower was running but 
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I’m doing this…I go back but I would take the bottle out, instead of leaving it there.  
And now I took it out and it’s empty so I took it out.  Usually I would leave it there, if 
it was empty I would take the empty one, leave the full one there.  Because I always 
drink a bottle of water in the morning.  So now I forgot I took this out and I’m running 
around, looking, oh God, what time is it, almost 8 o’clock, I gotta take my medicine…

A ritual.

And I go back and do it again in the bottle where I drink it with the pills, 
now I took the regimen twice.  But had I followed what you said, had I 
taken it out of the pill bottles, I don’t have the case like you have. 

Oh, I’m surprised they never sent you to me downstairs.

You know how many cases I had over the years, but some medications you got 
to take twice, or whatever it is, so you don’t have that extra slot for the second 
medication I take at night.  I could have still kept in one thing and took it twice, 
but I just used the pill bottle.  If I had the pill case like you said, leave it open. 

Then you know. 

And there were times that you could take two pill bottles, keep one in the kitchen 
with the morning, you’re going to go brush your teeth, leave a pillbox in the 
morning, leave another pillbox filled at bedtime so you know the one in the 
bedroom is bedtime medication, the one in the kitchen is – I have a lot of tricks.    

Yes, that’s how I do it too because she taught me. 

I’m surprised that you never went into Adherence Office.  

I did…

All these years…but you saw who, [G], may she rest in peace…

Since ’89 yes.

That was my ex-supervisor.  That was a hard time in my life, too, when my supervisor died.   

So tell us about that. 

Yeah, [G] was the Adherence Coordinator downstairs…

She was living with the virus too? 

I wouldn’t be here today with my knowledge if it wasn’t for her.  I started going to 
groups and started putting down information and she trained me, she was the best.  She 
passed away with breast cancer.  I went through…I didn’t want to come back to work, 
it was hard.  I had to see Mental Health.  She was like a friend of mine – co-worker, 
confidant, supervisor.  We have her picture in the clinic now.  Have you seen it?  

We can include it if you want.  

Right there in the clinic.  I would like that picture.  I have pictures of her and I.  

That would be great.  Can you tell me a little bit more 
about Clinton Hill in the ‘60s…what was it like? 

Oh wow.  My mother lived in a building where the women, the little 
Jewish women would wear white gloves and sit in the lobby and chat.  
Could you imagine?  And a doorman that would open the door.

What street did you live on? 
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480 Clinton Avenue.  Do you know that area?  Yeah.  That was my stomping 
grounds, I raised there.  And it was just a lot of memories.  Across the street was 
Brooklyn Eye and Ear, remember that hospital?  My mother would watch me 
cross the street, she would teach me, and I would go all around that hospital 
because it had soft pavement.  There was a drugstore on the corner that 
everything cost five-cents.  Those were the good old days.  Clinton Hill.

What kind of folks lived in your neighborhood when you were coming up?  

A lot of Puerto Ricans.  And a lot of whites, a lot of little old ladies that had been 
there previously.  One of them was killed, she was murdered.  Mrs. [S], she was a 
very good neighbor of my mother’s.  They started moving out little by little because 
then Clinton Hill started going down a little.  But when I was there as a child it was 
nice.  My mother would take me to Fort Greene Park and it’s so crazy because one of 
my very first jobs was in Covenant Hospital and Brooklyn Hospital.  My daughter was 
born in Covenant Hospital but I worked in Brooklyn Hospital as an outreach worker. 

When was that? 

Oh my God, ’71…

What were you doing?  What kind of clinic?

It was Tammany Health Center.  I was about 23, 22.

Well how old are you now (laughter)

I’m 67. 

She don’t even look it right?

So you got that job on your own, you weren’t married yet?

Yes, I was married with my two girls.

Oh, you were already married with your two kids?  When 
did you get married, how old were you? 

I got married in…Dee Dee was born in ’69, Joyce was born in 
’72.  It’s been so long.  Before ’69 I got married.

And where’d you meet your first husband?

At a dance with my brother.  My brother was a musician, my brother used to always play.

Where was the dance?

We used to do salsa.  I used to get trophies.  There was a little club, 
you’re a Brooklyn girl?  The Three-in-One, do you remember that? 

Where was it?  

Right next to Junior’s Restaurant.  Used to go up the stairs, yeah. 

And you met your first husband there?  And that was – 

Which I can’t stand now!  

That was in ’66 or ’67?  

Yes, around there. 

What was Brooklyn like then?  

Brooklyn was a different pace.  A quieter pace.  But they had the Mau Maus, 
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the Chaplains, my brother was in the Medallion Lords, yes.  They were back 
in the days, they didn’t have guns, they would fight with chains…

And knives…

Yes, knives and stuff like that.  I saw it all.  

It was amazing back in those days.  It was awesome though.  

I reminisce sometimes, oh yeah.  About the skating.  My mother 
made me wear Oxfords to school, black-and-white Oxfords.

I still have a pair of those. 

And I took them off on the bus, I didn’t want to go to school in them. 

Those were some strong shoes!  And they still are! 

I used to wear those with my uniform, the pleated skirt and the white 
blouse, I still got the black-and-white shoes.  I got them in my closet.  

On top of it all I remember a good childhood, even though on weekends, Wednesdays 
and Thursdays I would be quiet, because I knew what was coming on weekends.  

With your mother’s boyfriend?  

My mother worked very hard in the Long Island College Hospital; my mother retired there. 

Oh, from LICH?

Yes.  My mother did about 40 years there.  

What did she do?

My mother did head dietician.  

That was an awesome hospital.  

My mother would-- They have these house parties, you know the Puerto Rican house 
parties every week with the record player that you put on the…and starting Friday 
my mom and my stepfather would start drinking beer and whiskey and whatever 
and then they would go next door to Anna’s house, and they started to party and 
party and party.  And this is where I touch alcoholism.  As an 11-year-old my mom 
and my stepfather were dancing and I’m tasting the beer.  And then they would 
come back – beer’s empty?  Don’t touch my beer.  And this is how some children 
actually you can connect to alcohol because their parents are not watching them.

Was your mom born in Puerto Rico?

Yes. 

And she came here when?

My mom came here…I was not even a year old, in ’49.  It was right after I was born. 

You were born in PR and then you came here?

Right.  

And what about your father?

My father was here, he’s the one that sent for my mother.  And then when he sent 
with my mom here he left her for another woman.  He left her. And so it was her 
alone with us two children.  And I was a good girl, in the church.  My mother had 
me with all of this. But a priest tried to put his hand up my skirt and then of course 
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my stepfather, I would wash dishes and my stepfather…that’s why I’m not a Catholic 
anymore.  You know—a priest. We was taking pictures, a group of girls, and he 
sat me on his lap and when he sat me on his lap his hand was going up my skirt.  I 
didn’t understand that, so I ran out and I told mom.  Then there was this big fight, 
big thing in my house, and I asked my mother – what happened?  She says – this is 
what happens because of what he did to you.  I was so naïve you know?  My mother 
didn’t show me about period, I never knew about periods, menstruation, nothing.  

What neighborhood were you living in while raising your daughters?  

Vanderbilt Avenue, St. Mark’s and Vanderbilt.  They’re still there.  They’re 
across the street from a school.  Right there in those small buildings. Yeah, I tell 
you. There’s a lot of things that I didn’t want to talk about, and there’s a lot 
of things that I talk about, but lately I don’t have problems with it anymore, 
because it’s all in the past.  And sometimes you have to deal with your past to 
be able to go forward, you see?  You have to sometimes open the past. 

Is there a question that you want to answer now that you have in your 
mind?   Is there something else that you want to put out to this?  

There was a time in my life where I lost trust in men and I still do have a bad case of 
trusting.  Because I went to a pastor and I offered him help, I says – I’m on drugs, I need 
help.  I need to get my life together.  And this pastor invited me in his home, and after 
he invited me in his home, and after he invited me in his home, I don’t know, I got 
sleepy, he gave me a drink, I felt sleepy, I didn’t pay it no mind, I just dozed off on the 
couch.  I woke up in the bed and didn’t have my clothes on.  This was a man of church.  
So I have trouble trusting, I think that has a lot to do with why I’m by myself today.  

But you’ve made a life that doesn’t feel lonely, even though you’re by yourself. 

Oh yes!  I have a lovely apartment, I live across the street the lake, oh yeah.  And 
GiGi, my GiGi, I gave her a haircut last night, she’s all over my phone.  She’s all over 
Facebook, all over.  But it was a pleasure opening up to your interview Barbara 
because you did a wonderful job asking me questions and I felt very comfortable 
with you.  It was the way you approach me that made it more comfortable. 

Thank you!  

I felt easy.  Sometimes it’s good to let out.  I’m also in a book and little by 
little, like I said, I’m going to be out there in the media.  I don’t know about 
being famous, but they’re going to hear, they’re going to hear…

Any other questions?  Do you have any questions you want to ask because you may 
know some of the places that she’s talking about?  Or you want to hold it for now?  

I’m good, I want to hold it for now. 

You good?  You good?  Terrific.  End of interview one.  
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Three Themes

The Monster
The monsters in her past, and how they contributed to the ways that Gloria reacted 
to her diagnosis, and the way it all contributed to the way she saw the world. 

Charity
After taking religion into her life, Gloria decided to 
overcome her personal strife and help others.

Rediscovery
Gloria talks a lot about the changes she makes in her life and how she’s finding 
true happiness in herself now that she’s overcome and conquered this disease.


