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Final project statement 

This project is meant to exist 10 or 15 years into the future, in a moment where our current water 

supply infrastructure is no longer able to provide the amount of fresh water to all of the population of a 

given place. 

The current estimate is that a trillion dollars is required to update all of the pipes that make up the 

water supply grid and it is an amount that is increasing as more people demand the service. 

We are at a point where it is possible to say that our current system to extract, treat and distribute 

water is not effective any more. 

Even if we could renew the entire current infrastructure, there will be a moment in time when we will 

be faced with the situation of having to take in consideration every decision we make towards our use of 

water. 

The cultural paradigm that needs to change is that we are using water as if it were an everlasting 

resource, which will always be as cheap as it is today. 

We need to start to see water as an invaluable resource that is not cheap to come by and that will have 

an enormous impact in all types of decisions we will face in the near future. 

The water tower is a device that will remind people about the proper management of locally harvested 

water. 

Miniaturization will allow having all of the treatment processes that currently take place in treatment 

plants inside of each individual tower that will be able to collect rain water and then treat it all in one 

place. 

Once the water is collected and treated it will be stored underneath the tower in water containers that 

would then distribute it to the surrounding houses. 

A measuring system will tell the amount of water available in the storage tank and will communicate this 

through a light display that will show everyone around the tower the level of water remaining. 

The system used for this will also communicate with in-home devices that will be installed in every 

water outlet of every house that will tell the user if the levels of water available to her household are 

sufficient or if there is a lack of the resource and other actions must be taken to solve the problem. 

The idea behind the water tower is to become a place of social interaction like fountains and wells once 

were in the past. 

Obviously most of the challenges for this concept to become a reality are technological and financial in 

nature, but there are also cultural challenges that are going to be very difficult to overcome. 



The mere fact that we have become so accustomed to open the faucet and be able to obtain a gallon of 

water for less than a cent, is going to be an extremely powerful paradigm to break.  Who will want to be 

thinking about taking care about water just because someone else in a remote place is having troubles 

obtaining it? 

  

 

   

 

 

 


