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REVITAL COHEN

Half of the duo, Cohen Van Balen, Revital Cohen is an 
Israeli-born thinker, artist, and designer. She works 
primarily in partnership with fellow RCA grad, Tuur Van 
Balen. Her work focuses on solemn topics that frequently 
address life, symbiosis, biological cycles 
and alterations.

http://www.cohenvanbalen.com/


A result of new technology and lengthening lifespans, 
the gap between prime childbearing years and the 
socially accepted time for a woman to have children is 
widening. Her website details, “The promises posed by 
new reproductive technologies such as IVF, test tube 
babies and egg freezing, are blurring perceptions of 
the reproductive cycle amongst women, and consequently, 

ARTIFICIAL BIOLOGICAL CLOCK 2008

the age of conception is constantly being challenged.” 
The Artificial Biological Clock takes into account 
information from the woman’s doctor, therapist and bank 
manager to alert her when she is physically, mentally and 
financially prepared to have a child. 



This work by Cohen questions the accepted relationship of 
man and machine and suggests a biological alternative. 
Instead of using animals only for their entertaining 
and food qualities, Cohen proposes that dialysis and 
ventilation machines be replaced by living beings. This 
project encourages its onlookers to consider animals for 
new practical uses.
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One of her darker works, this Frankenstein-esque 
project examines the characteristics of life. With 
their transcendent function as a means to evade death, 
life support machines provide primitive function with 
precision hardware. “The Immortal is occupied with the 
compelling and discomforting nature of these objects, 
the products of our attempts to conquer biology with 
engineering.”

https://vimeo.com/41160704
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A more humorous work, “Rusty Knives” addresses the 
idea of tasting fear. Cohen writes, “Stress and fear 
in animals that are about to be slaughtered can change 
the taste and colour of their meat. The installation 
attempts to distill the taste of fear by infusing 
berries with these stress-hormones.” Through the use of 
chemical ripening, Cohen creates an artificial biological 
experience of violence.
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Following a laborious collaboration with genetic 
engineer, Yamaha Etsuro, Cohen and Van Balen developed 
an edition of 45 albino goldfish that hatched without 
reproductive organs. This renders them unable to 
reproduce and makes them completely useless as animal 
beings, further blurring the line between animal and 
object. 

STERILE 2014
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ADVANCES 2015

This video installation depicts Heck cattle, a breed that 
was created in an attempt by German’s in the 1930’s to 
bring aurochs back from extinction. The cattle exist now 
as “self replicating sculptural objects, inspired by an 
ideological dream of nature.” The cattle are still reared 
in the south of England as objects, suggesting that the 
animals are more valuable as images over flesh.

https://vimeo.com/152682947

https://vimeo.com/152682947


In their most recent work, Cohen and Van Balen present 
X-Ray portraits of museum animals that have been 
previously taxidermied. I found this work to be both 
humorous and dark. The medium is ironic and laughable 
while the metallic pins and wiring tell the eerie story 
of Frankenstein-ed animals. 

INFRASTRUCTURES OF NATURAL HISTORY 2016
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Ai Hasegawa similarly presents a piece of altered 
life cycles. In her project “I Wanna Deliver a Shark,” 
Hasegawa suggests other-animal birth as one way to combat 
the environmental and food shortage crises. By giving 
birth to needed animals like sharks, Hasegawa suggests, 
“...it might place more value on that endangered species 
and help prevent it’s extinction. But, would raising 
this animal as a child change it’s value so drastically 
that we would be unable to consume it because it would be 
imbued with the love of motherhood?”

RELEVANT WORKS



In the early 2000’s artist Eduardo Kac received press 
around his GFP Rabbit project. Similarly to Cohen’s 
“Sterile” fish, Kac work with biologists to create a 
designer rabbit that glowed in the dark. The rabbit, 
Alba, contained the GFP gene obtained from jellyfish. 
Kac’s is an interesting reference in terms of unnaturally 
fusing animal characteristic and altering biology. 

RELEVANT WORKS



A black comedy-drama by Roy Anderson, “A Pigeon Sat on 
a Branch Reflecting on Existence” is series of absurdist 
vignettes that tour the human condition. Each story 
highlights the desperate, unnatural condition of people 
today. 

RELEVANT WORKS



DISCUSSION

Is it ethical to use animals as technological products or 
objects? Is non-reciprocal “using” ever okay?

Does using animals as medical systems feel natural 
in comparison to typical machines? Have we created 
archetypes of certain animals that make new ways of using 
them feel unnatural?

Have humans become too dependant on machines to function?

Any other questions?




